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Appendix A 
Public Notification that a potential event was occurring 

(40 CFR §50.14(c)(1)) 
 

FIGURE A-1 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

 
 

Fig A-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in 
Phoenix and San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County 
are part of the reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-2 
WEATHER STORY FOR APRIL 13, 2016 AND APRIL 14, 2016 

Fig A-2:  A Weather Story issued on April 13, 2016 by the NWS San Diego office forecasted 
that an approaching low would generate strong west winds with powerful gusts over a 
wide area. Source: NWS Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-3 
WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
Fig A-3:  A Wind Advisory for Imperial County was issued on April 13, 2016 in anticipation 
of the strong winds. Although Imperial County received high winds, they were more WSW 
than NW. Source: Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201604140022 

 
  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201604140022
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FIGURE A-4 
WIND ADVISORY FOR SOUTHWESTERN ARIZONA 

 
Fig A-4:  A Wind Advisory was issued for portions of southwestern Arizona. Source: Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201604140022 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201604140022
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FIGURE A-5 
DEEP LOW PRESSURE BRINGS WINDS 

 
Fig A-5:  A low pressure system was expected to bring gusty winds across southeastern 
California. Source: NWS San Diego office 
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FIGURE A-6 
WIND ADVISORY CONTINUED FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
Fig A-6:  The wind advisory continued into April 14, 2016 for Imperial County. Source: 
Iowa Environmental Mesonet;  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201504141021 

 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201504141021
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FIGURE A-7 
ZONE FORECAST FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
Fig A-7:  A Zone Forecast for Imperial County on April 14, 2016 forecasted west winds up 
to 25 mph. Although west winds did develop, they were much stronger, reaching 30 mph. 
Source: NWS Zone Forecast Product 
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FIGURE A-8 
HIGH WIND WARNING FOR SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS 

 
 
Fig A-8:  A High Wind Warning was issued at 14:16 on April 14, 2016 by the NWS San Diego 
office, warning of high winds along the desert slopes just west of Imperial County.  Source: 
NWS San Diego office 
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FIGURE A-9 
GUSTY WINDS FORECASTED TO GENERATE DENSE BLOWING DUST 

Fig A-9:  A Weather Story issued on April 14, 2016 by the NWS Phoenix office forecasted 
that gusty winds would generate dense blowing dust across southeastern California. 
Source: NWS Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-10 
GUSTY WINDS FORECASTED FOR APRIL 14, 2016 

Fig A-10:  A Weather Story issued on April 14, 2016 by the NWS San Diego office 
forecasted gusty winds over a wide area. Source: NWS San Diego office 
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FIGURE A-11 
GUSTY WINDS FORECASTED FOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHWESTERN ARIZONA 

Fig A-11:  A Weather Story issued on April 14, 2016 by the NWS Phoenix office forecasted 
gusty winds across southern California and into southwestern Arizona. The Colorado River 
Valley was expected to receive the strongest winds. Source: NWS Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-12 
DUST IDENTIFIED OVER SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA

 
 

Fig A-12:  A copy of NOAA’s Satellite Services Division Smoke Text Product identified dust 
drifting over portions of southeastern California in the vicinity of the Salton Sea. The 
notice was effective through 1830 PST, which was around the period when monitors were 
measuring high hourly concentrations. Source: 
http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/smoke.html 

 
  

http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/smoke.html
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FIGURE A-13 
DAILY WEATHER AND AG BURNING INFORMATION 

Fig A-13: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
declaring April 14, 2016 a No Burn Day due to the high winds.  Source: ICAPCD archives 
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FIGURE A-14 
AIR QUALITY INDEX 

 

Air Quality Index 
Levels of Health 

Concern 

Numerical 
Value Meaning 

Good 0 to 50 Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air pollution poses little or no 
risk. 

Moderate 51 to 100 
Air quality is acceptable; however, for some pollutants there may be a 
moderate health concern for a very small number of people who are 
unusually sensitive to air pollution. 

Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups 101 to 150 Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects. The general 

public is not likely to be affected. 

Unhealthy 151 to 200 Everyone may begin to experience health effects; members of sensitive 
groups may experience more serious health effects. 

Very Unhealthy 201 to 300 Health alert: everyone may experience more serious health effects. 

Hazardous 301 to 500 Health warnings of emergency conditions. The entire population is more 
likely to be affected. 

 
Fig A-14: At 10pm air quality in Westmorland changed to Orange or Unhealthy for 
Sensitive Groups level. The Air Quality Index (AQI) is an index for reporting daily air 
quality. It tells you how clean or polluted your air is, and what associated health effects 
might be a concern for you. The AQI focuses on health affects you may experience within 
a few hours or days after breathing polluted air. EPA calculates the AQI for five major air 
pollutants regulated by the Clean Air Act: ground-level ozone, particle pollution (also 
known as particulate matter), carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. For 
each of these pollutants, EPA has established national air quality standards to protect 
public health .Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are the two pollutants that pose 
the greatest threat to human health in this country.  Source: 
https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi 

 
  

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi
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FIGURE A-15 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT OF 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Fig A-15: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
(affidavit) affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Events 
Demonstration for April 14, 2016.  The date for closing comments was February 12, 2018 
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FIGURE A-20 
IMPERIAL COUNTY COMMENTS 

REGARDING THE APRIL 14, 2016 EE DEMONSTRATIONS 
 

The ICAPCD received no comment 


